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The 2010 National Convention of the Social Democrats USA was held on September 1, 
2010 via webcast.  The following are the highlights of the Convention. 
 
Co-Chairman Rick D’Loss called the 2010 Convention to order at 1:00 PM EDT. 
 
The opening session was reserved for guests. We were excited to have past members of 
the SD calling in to offer support for the revived SD.  The feeling was unanimous that the 
SD has a place in the Left, a place not occupied by other leftist groups, as pointed out in 
the remarks below.  Their support and encouragement gave the officers renewed vigor in 
the effort to rebuild the Social Democrats USA. 
 Herb Engstrom called in from California.  Herb is a past member of SDUSA and 
has been a Central Committee member of the Democratic Party of Santa Clara County for 
the past 12 years.  Herb has posted the “Socialist Songbook” on his personal site 
http://www.hengstrom.net/.  Herb recalled, “the strength of the SD was its non-
hypocritical position on anti-totalitarian governments”.  He fondly remembered Jim 
Burnett, then the director of the Bay Area SD chapter, as having an encyclopedic 
knowledge of socialism.  He believes the SD can have the most impact if we work within 
the Democratic Party. 
 Roger Clayman called in from NYC.  Roger is Executive Director of the Long 
Island Federation of Labor.  He was at one time the National Co-Chair of Young Social 
Democrats.  He recalled, “Penn Kemble and Paul Feldman my mentors.  They not only 
taught us about socialism, but taught us how to think critically”.  He stated that, “the SD 
will always be about worker rights and democracy.  He recalled Norm Hill speaking 
passionately about democratizing all processes”.  Additionally, “we got attention by 
working with the Scoop Jackson Democrats, but this has always been an issue— working 
with the Democratic Party but maintaining independence”. 
 Joe Ryan is the Communications Director for the city of Bayonne, NJ.  He has a 
PhD from Georgetown in Political Science.  He is a past member of the YSD and 
National Committee of the SD.  He could not join the convention call but says he is 
interested in the revival of the SD and he will rejoin. 
 Fred Redmond is VP of the USW, sits on the Executive Committee of the AFL-
CIO, and is Chairman of the A. Philip Randolph Institute.  He could not join the 
convention because of a schedule conflict, but he supports the revival of the SD.  He 
sends his regards to the Convention and is looking forward to a renewed relationship 
between the SD and the USW. 



 Paul Landsbergis, is an Associate Professor at Mt. Sinai School of Medicine.  He 
holds numerous degrees in Medicine, but also an EdD in Labor Studies.  His research and 
teaching focuses on Occupational Health.  Paul is a former SD member.  He could not 
join the convention but has committed to meeting SD Co-Chairman Rick D’Loss when 
he comes to Pittsburgh in October for the USW Health and Safety conference. 
 Jeff Ballinger is a regular contributor to the SD blog Socialist Currents, the 
Huffington Post, and Dissent magazine.  He is director of Press 4 Change and a national 
leader in the anti-sweatshop movement.  He is past Executive Director of the SD.  He 
could not join the convention because he is currently in Turkey and the telecom 
connection is poor.  He sends his best wishes for the success of the revived SD. 
 
Many changes in the Constitution were approved.  The highlights are: 
  
 Preamble 

• A new Preamble describes the pedigree and history of the current 
Social Democrats USA 

Organization Name 
• The punctuation was removed from the name, which is now Social 

Democrats USA, and the short name will be SDUSA 
• The purpose of the organization was defined as, “The purpose of the 

organization is to promote social democracy, economic democracy, 
and workers rights in the United States and throughout the world 
through advocacy and education.” 

Organization Structure 
• The term “chapter” was eliminated 
• The lengthy language on local and affiliate reports was deleted in 

favor of brief language requiring the locals and affiliates to submit 
semi‐annual reports 

Membership 
• The term “lifestyle” was replaced with “sexual orientation” 
• Categories of dues were added 
• The actual dollar value of annual dues was deleted and the NC was 

provided authority to establish the dues requirement 
• Defined actions regarding non‐payment of dues was deleted and the 

NC was empowered to handle all matters regarding the non‐payment 
or inability to pay dues 

Convention 
• No changes to Convention rules 

Referenda 
• Addition of language regarding “affiliates” 

National Committee 
• The National Action Committee was eliminated.  (note: that 

committee was responsible for local oversight of the National Office) 
• The size of the NC was debated extensively and was referred to the NC 

for further debate 



Officers 
• The NC will determine the number of Chairpersons 
• Officers are elected by the Convention 
• Position descriptions were added for National Chairperson, National 

Secretary, and Treasurer (this is meant to break up the old Executive 
Director position into a Secretary and Treasurer and) 

• National Secretary was changed to be a staff position, not an officer 
(this is to help correct the serious problems that occurred when Gabe 
Ross was our Executive Director) 

• National Secretary may be removed by the NC 
• All officers will serve without salary 
• All officers are subordinate to the NC 

LID 
• The LID was retained as an associate organization of the SD.  It’s role 

as a research organization that published papers was deemphasized 
in favor of more direct support of the labor movement. 

YSD 
• The YPSL name was deleted  (note: the official youth organization had 

changed its name to Young Social Democrats in the late 70s but the 
YPSL had remained in the Constitution as an historical reference) 

Socialist Party 
• The Socialist Party was retained as an associate organization of the 

SD, however further definition of the role of the Socialist Party was 
deferred to committee 

 
Elections 
 A slate of candidates was proposed as follows: 

• Chairperson- Craig Miller 
• Chairperson- Rick D’Loss 
• Vice Chairperson- David Hacker 
• Treasurer- Patty Friend 
• NC members- Glenn King, Steve Weiner 

 
The Secretary will be appointed at the NC meeting on September 21. 

 
Our new logo was unveiled with enthusiastic approval.  This step is just one of many, 
including new legal status, new address, and new bank account.  Our members can now 
be assured that we are the ONLY legally recognized Social Democrats USA and that 
your dues and donations are secure.  As we put these restructuring activities behind us, 
we can renew our focus on the political issues of the day and rebuilding relationships 
with other groups in Labor and Government. 
 
Resolutions 

It is hereby resolved by this Convention that, 
The Social Democrats USA strongly endorses the March for Jobs in D.C. on 

Saturday, October 2, 2010 and joins the new coalition, One Nation Working Together, 



that is sponsoring it.  The coalition is made up of 170 organizations including the AFL-
CIO, NAACP, Services Employees International Union (SEIU) and the National Council 
of La Raza.  It will be the most important march and rally to be co-sponsored by the labor 
movement since Solidarity Day of September 19, 1981. 
 Resolution adopted unanimously. 
 


